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MEMORANDUM FOR Record 
 
SUBJECT:    Minutes of River Resources Forum Meeting #78, 24 April 2007 
 
 
1.  Introductions / Approve Minutes – A meeting of the River Resources Forum (RRF) was held 
on 24 April 2007 at Winona State University in Winona, MN.  Attached is the attendance list and 
handouts from the meeting.  Following introductions, the Minutes from RRF #77 were approved 
as prepared. 
 
2.  2007 Meetings 

August 28 and 29 – Wabasha area (tour LD4 Embankment project and/or Finger Lakes 
HREP) 
December 5 and 6 - MN Valley Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Bloomington, MN 

 
3.  Presentation of Awards 
 The Water Level Management Program received an award from MN Society of 
Professional Engineers (MSPE) 2007 Seven Wonders of Engineering.  Those recognized for the 
award were Gretchen Benjamin, WI DNR, Mike Griffin, IA DNR, Tim Schlagenhaft (award 
received by Scot Johnson), MN DNR, Mary Stefanski, USFWS, and COE. 
 Don Hultman, FWS, was acknowledged for being honored as the 2007 Refuge Manager 
of the Year. 
 
4.  Agency Activities – Note:  Only the agencies listed below had significant information to 
report. 

A.  COE (Tapp):  Steve Tapp has been named the new Operations Manager for Channels 
and Harbors.  He has also replaced Dan Krumholz as the Co-Chair for the River 
Resource Forum.  Paul Machajewski has taken a new position working for the 
Operations Manager, Bruce Boldon.  He will be working in the Winona office on 
safety and security issues, navigation related issues, and some support to C&H.  He 
will still be involved with navigation charts, WLMTF, Navigation Work Group, and 
channel management studies.  The Channel Maintenance Coordinator position 
backfilling Steve Tapp is in the process of being advertised.  Bill Meier has been 
assigned a temporary promotion as a Channel Maintenance Coordinator until mid 
August.  Change of command for the new DE, Col. Jon Christenson, will be on June 
8.  He is currently working at the Gulf Region Division HQ in Iraq.  There will be a 
meet and greet luncheon on 4 June that the forum representatives are invited to.  The 
new towboat, General Warren, arrived on 3 April and the christening ceremony will 
be 14 May.  The partnering agency members are invited to the christening and tour 
the new vessel.  Locks and dams started water quality testing again.  LD 2 dewatering 
is complete and went well overall; however, there was one near fatal accident on 12 
March.  The MN DNR toured the dewatered lock chamber.  New bulkhead slots are 
now installed at LD 4 and 9.  The first tow, Cooperative Venture, passed thru Lake 
Pepin on 29 March and arrived in St. Paul on 30 March. 
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      (Otto):  The LUAP maps have been sent to the agencies for review and comment.  
They have been reproduced in digital format.  The maps include the Mississippi River 
only, not the Minnesota River. 

B.  USFWS (Wege) [Handout 78-1]:  Mussel surveys were conducted at Genoa on 23 
April.  If there is NESP funding, large-scale mussel surveys can be conducted.   

 (Hultman) [Handout 78-2]:  The handout was reviewed which summarizes the CCP 
update for 2007.  The refuge bald eagle count for 2007 was 3165.  The bird loss from 
tremetodes in Pools 7 and 8 is decreasing.  The reed canary control process is just 
starting the 2 year effort.  There is $950K available for land acquisition in which they 
are pursuing land in Brice Prairie and along the Root River.  The electric motor plan 
in the CCP has been delayed until 2008 due to rule making.  Additional funds were 
received for the observation platform near Brownsville, so that project will be 
completed this summer.  Jessica Larson is the new biologist in the LaCrosse District.  
FWS submitted a proposal to the Dept of Interior Secretary to attend the Spring Lake 
Islands EMP dedication.  Ron Shara is doing a heron story on the refuge at Mertes 
Slough.  There are many upcoming festivals this summer. 

C.  USCG (Kepper):  They will be receiving a new 25 foot boat that will replace their 23 
foot boat.  If anyone is interested in the old boat, let the CG know.  Fifty percent crew 
change out this summer.  The LaCrosse office will be vacant due to the loss of a 
billet.  However, they are pushing to fill the position because of the high need for the 
CG in that area.  1 May there is a security maritime meeting in St. Paul. 

D.  NPS (Labovitz):  Paul started the new position in January 2007 and has 18 years 
experience with NPS as a forester and wildlife biologist. 

 (Johnson):  Transferred $55K to FWS for mussel work.  Water Resource Issues 
scoping document completed which provides information on the water quality of the 
parks.  This is a follow-up to a workshop 1-1/2 years ago. 

E.  MVR (Brenner):  Attending the meeting to see how the RRF conducts meetings 
versus the meetings held in Rock Island district. 

F.  IA DNR (Griffin):  IA has a new governor who mentioned the Mississippi River 7 
times during his State of the State Address.  There is an increase in resource 
endorsement funding.  Continue to review permits and appreciate the help from the 
COE, WI DNR, and FWS.  The RR submitted a permit request to install a new track 
near the river in Lansing.  IA DNR has not issued a permit, however, the RR is 
continuing to hold public meetings and state their plans.  Pattison Bros are mining 
silicone, but the IA DNR has issued a cease and desist order. 

G.  MN DOT (Lambert):  New Lafayette Bridge in St. Paul in 2-3 years.  Lunda is 
removing all their materials from the 494/Wakota bridge staging area.   

H.  MN DNR (Wooden):  Michele Hanson is in the position previously held by Amy 
Denz and most recently Randall Doneen.  She is working with COE on LUAP.  New 
commissioner is Mark Holsten, so new Deputy Commissioner, Laurie Martinson, is 
the new UMRBA representative.  Trying to sole source a contract for the boating 
study.  WRDA (Sec 5016) includes a fish barrier at LD 11 for $4M and 6 months to 
complete the work.  East Grand Forks noting their 10 year anniversary of the 1997 
flood. 

I.  WI DOT (Kieck).  Discussed the latest issue with the Cassville ferry.  $12.7M has 
been included for the Harbor Assistance Program (HAP) in the Governors’ proposed 
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budget.  City of LaCrosse, LaCrosse County, and Brennan Marine requested 
application.  There will be a public hearing this year to expand the eligibility for the 
HAP. 

J.  LMRWD (Schwalbe):  Wants to know when the COE will prepare the Cargill East 
River site.  The discussion was delayed until later in the meeting. 

K. WI DNR (Benjamin):  The DNR is working on the boundary rules to align with FWS.  
Ron Kind held a press conference in LaCrosse.  He discussed EMP and mentioned 
the house passed WRDA on 4/20.  Pursing a rule change on length of sturgeon 
harvested from the river due to the increase cost of the roe.  They are working with 
MN and IA DNRs. 

L.  MPCA (Mader):  Commissioner, Brad Moore, has gone through his confirmation 
hearings at the state legislature. 

 
5.  Channel Maintenance Program (Machajewski & Lund) [Handout 78–3]. 

-  Reviewed the 2007 dredging schedule.  Greg Genz mentioned southbound market is 
slow, therefore there are less large tows right now. 
-  There is $9K for the MN River and this will be spent on condition surveys at historic 
problem areas.  Genz is trying to get Congressional pressure for additional funding on the 
MN River.   
-  Reviewed the 2007 Channel Maintenance Schedule.  There is no funding in 2007 for 
removal of the RR timbers at Wabasha gravel pit so that project will be delayed to 2008.  
Discussed the issue that there is only 1 crane in the St. Paul District that is operational 
and how this is affecting the schedule for M&R.  USFWS stated the snail habitat project 
was completed in 2007. 

 
6.  LD 3 Navigation Safety (Ulrick) 

-  Extending the Upper Guidewall and designing the lower embankment will be 
approximately a 2 year design process.  The upper spot dike repair is funded with $500K 
with the first design review in August 2007.  The team looked at real estate for mitigation 
on 9 April.  Construction funding won’t be available until FY 09.  The WI DNR wants a 
fish passage added to the design for the lower embankment and they are working with 
Congressional Representatives on funding and authorization (see attachment). 
-  MN DNR stated they have not received responses to comments they submitted on the 
EIS. 
-  Rebecca Wooden asked about a safety plan in the meantime to assist/prevent tow 
accidents prior to construction.  There is a helper boat available from the Red Wing 
Harbor to assist tows. 
-  The funding is a cost share 50/50 and funds will come from O&M and Inland 
Waterways Trust fund. 
-  There is a partnering agency meeting scheduled for 7 May at the Lake City MN DNR 
to discuss the project.   

 
7.  Navigation Work Group (Machajewski) 

-  The group will meet before the next forum meeting.  There were no incidents in Lake 
Pepin this year with breaking ice.  
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8.  MN River DMMP (Lund) 

-  Reviewed the process and status of the MN River DMMP.  Requesting endorsement 
from the Forum and comments from the public notice by 2 May.  Plan to have the FONSI 
signed by mid May. 
-  LMRWD plans to build the access road, construct the wetland mitigation area, and 
construct some minor berms at the Cargill East River site in early May.  Since they have 
acquired the permits, they are ready to start construction on the site. 
-  LMRWD will provide an operation and management plan for the Cargill East River 
site.   
-  LMRWD continues to pursue the Powerline Site.   
-  When the Below I-35W Bridge DMMP is complete, it will be added to the Above I-
35W Bridge plan. 
-  (Tapp) Shakopee wants to develop their riverfront and bring paddlewheels up the MN 
River which means traveling up the 4’ channel.  The COE will check into authorization 
for the 4’ channel. 

 
9.  Navigation & Ecosystem Sustainability Program (DeZellar)  [Handout 78-4] 
 A.  WRDA 

-  The act includes authorization for five new 1200-foot locks on the Upper 
Mississippi River and two new 1200-foot locks on the Illinois Waterway.  The act 
also includes authorization for large and small scale ecosystem restoration 
projects.  House passed WRDA on 4/20 and Senate has similar language so the 
hope is WRDA passes in mid June. 

 B.  FY 07 Work Plan 
-  Working with a work plan of $14M, no construction, just PED funding. 
-  Received $100K increase for systematic public involvement that will be used 
for the newsletter and website.  The new NESP website is led by Kevin Bluhm 
and implemented by MVR.  Jeff is requesting feedback on the layout and design 
and comments can be directed to Jeff DeZellar or Kevin Bluhm, with a copy to 
Chuck Spitzack, MVR.  The plan is to include a calendar on the site with 
upcoming events. 
-  Economic Re-Evaluation Report was due to ASA(CS) by Sept 07.  However, 
the deadline has been extended to 31 Dec 2007 for the final report.  The draft 
report is due 30 September 2007, and there will be partner collaboration and 
public meetings between September and December 2007. 

C.  Water Level Management 
-  Pool 9 drawdown is not receiving agency support due to good condition of the 
ecosystem in the pool.  Possibility of shelving project because the ecosystem 
goals and objectives may have been met. 
-  Pool 3 drawdown is being considered.  There are many challenges involved and 
will need agency support.  An issue paper to identify costs will be drafted with 
NESP funds. 
-  Pool 5 drawdown was successful in 2005, there was a partial in 2006 and NESP 
funds are used for monitoring.  Working on the project implementation report. 

  D.  Handout 
  -  Reviewed letters to COE from partnering agencies regarding NESP. 
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10.  Environmental Management Program (Anderson)  [Handout 78-5] 

-  2007 total budget of $23.8M, $6M for MVP 
-  Reviewed the handout listing projects and status. 
-  There is an ongoing issue with placement sites involving the MPCA.  Due to the 2001 
downgrading of the 401 program to issuance of waivers, there is a need to address non-
navigation dredging for fines for environmental projects.  Difficulties that arose with the 
LD4 Embankment and Pool 8 Island projects may have positive outcome in that the issue 
of 401 waivers may be addressed at the MPCA. 
-  The 2008 budget is estimated at $28.5M total with $4.6M for MVP. 

 
11.  Water Level Management (DeZellar) 

-  Results of Pool 8 drawdown are exceeding the 5 year expectations. 
-  We need to be careful not to attribute too many positives of the vegetation in Pools 5 & 
8 to the drawdowns.  This may be cyclical response as well.  Need to be careful not to 
over-sell drawdowns. 
-  Mussels – In 2006, a mussel survey was conducted in Pool 5 to determine estimated 
pool-wide population.  Survey was statistically validated.  Sampling in Pool 5 showed a 
healthy mussel population.  There will be a similar mussel study in Pool 6.  Dick Otto is 
concerned about how money is spent for mussel surveys for the entire pool when the 
drawdown affects a portion of the pool.  Gretchen Benjamin feels the entire pool survey 
is necessary until more data has been collected to understand the mussel populations in 
general and to aid in the planning for the drawdowns.  At that point, the surveys may be 
cut back. 
-  Drafting the Adaptive Management plan for drawdowns. 
-  Pool 6 is scheduled for a minor drawdown in 2008 with 1.0’ at the dam and 0.5’ at the 
control point.  O&M funds will come from Natural Resources office.  Vegetation study 
will need agency in-kind participation.  Need to rewrite the FONSI and hold 2 series of 
public meetings (fall 2007 and spring 2008). 
-  Jeff DeZellar has proposed a WLM workshop in association with the NECC/ECC 
meeting in Nov 07 to share ideas. 
-  Funding for drawdowns will be discussed at the August RRF. 

 
12.  Recreation Work Group (Berg) [Handout 78-6] 

-  Reviewed handout discussing recreation boat study and beach plans.   
-  There will be a fly over conducted by St. Mary’s. The fly over will begin on Memorial 
weekend and will occur during holidays and week days.    
-  Pool 9 beach plan is in draft form and is scheduled for presentation to the forum during 
the August RRF meeting.  Pool 10 is the next scheduled beach plan. 
-  Barry Drazkowski, St. Mary’s, demonstrated the recreation website. 

 
13.  Fish & Wildlife Work Group (Anderson) 

-  The last meeting was a joint meeting with the RWG.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
June. 
-  Draft Whitepaper on the Environmental Impacts of Recreation Boating.  The FWWG is 
not ready to endorse paper.   
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-  Mike Griffin thought it is a good document and would sign off on it, but could 
not commit to the last paragraph requesting a dedicated FTE to the effort. 
-  The short term goals could be accomplished without large amount of resources. 
-  Gretchen Benjamin requested a 2 page summary of the white paper with 
recommendations. 
-  Agencies were requested to review the draft paper and provide comments, 
commitments, and resources to Lisa Lund prior to June 20.  The comments will be 
consolidated and distributed to the forum prior to the August meeting. 

 
14.  Other 

-  Greg Genz requested to give a presentation at the August RRF to discuss Pine Bend 
and LD2 navigation hazards.  This will be added to the agenda. 
 
 

 
 

Steve Tapp 
        Co-Chairman, RRF 
 
 
Att: 
  Agenda 
  Attendance Sheet 
  #78-1  UMRCC Conservation Plan for Freshwater Mussels 
  #78-2  CCP Update, April 2007 
  #78-3  2007 Dredge Schedule and Channel Maintenance Schedule 
  #78-4  Agency Letters re: NESP 
  #78-5  EMP Summary 
  #78-6  RWG Activities 
  WI DNR Congressional Letter Re: LD3 Fish Passage
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NAME ORG EMAIL PHONE NO. 

Lisa Lund COE lisa.j.lund@usace.army.mil 608-687-3112 x8 

Steve Tapp COE steven.d.tapp@usace.army.mil 608-687-3112 x2 

Paul Machajewski COE paul.r.machajewski@usace.army.mil 507-454-6150 

Jeff Gulan COE Jeffrey.j.gulan@usace.army.mil 608-687-9104 x3 

LT Carl Kepper USCG Carl.m.kepper@uscg.mil 651-725-1871 

Dick Lambert MNDOT Dick.lambert@dot.state.mn.us 651-366-3683 

Dick Otto COE Richard.j.otto@usace.army.mil 507-895-6341 

Jim Fischer WIDNR James.fischer@dnr.state.wi.us 608-785-9004 

Terry Schwalbe LMRWD terrys@lowermn.com 952-227-1037 

Larry Kieck WDOT – 
Harbors 

Lawrence.kieck@dot.state.wi.us 608-267-9319 

Greg Genz UMWA Gj92@att.net 651-775-6660 

Judy Mader MPCA Judy.mader@pca.state.mn.us 651-296-7315 

Scot Johnson  MNDNR Scot.johnson@dnr.state.mn.us 651-345-5601 x245 

Rebecca Wooden MNDNR Rebecca.wooden@dnr.state.mn.us 651-259-5717 

Gary Wege FWS Gary_wege@fws.gov 612-725-3548 x207 

Tony Sullins FWS Tony_Sullins@fws.gov 612-725-3548 x201 

Jeff DeZellar COE Jeffrey.t.dezellar@usace.army.mil 651-290-5433 

Don Hultman FWS Don_Hultman@fws.gov 507-494-6218 

Dennis Anderson COE Dennis.d.anderson@usace.army.mil 651-290-5272 

Kevin Berg COE Kevin.f.berg@usace.army.mil 507-895-6341 

Gretchen Benjamin WIDNR Gretchen.benjamin@wisconsin.gov 608-785-9982 

Mike Griffin IADNR Michael.griffin@dnr.state.ia.us 563-872-5700 

Mary Stefanski FWS Mary_Stefanski@fws.gov 507-494-6229 

Michele Hanson MNDNR Michele.hanson@dnr.state.mn.us 651-259-5677 
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NAME ORG EMAIL PHONE NO. 

Jon Klingman COE-MVR Jon.a.klingman@usace.army.mil 309-794-5240 

Kenny Brenner COE-MVR Kenneth.j.brenner@usace.army.mil 309-794-5842 

Adam Rasmussen COE Adam.m.rasmussen@mvp02.us.army.mi
l 

651-290-5664 

Jim Ulrick COE James.r.ulrick@usace.army.mil 651-290-5639 

Paul Labovitz NPS Paul_Labovitz@nps.gov 651-290-3030 
x1222 

Steve Johnson NPS Steven_P_johnson@nps.gov 651-290-3030 
x1223 
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